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ALASKAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 


North of 60° ------ 


FAIRBANKS CIGAR STORE 


Ron Benice lists two tokens for the Fairbanks Cigar Store. He lists owners beginning in 1931, and 
states that the tokens probably predate the owners given. I suggest that he is correct on the $1, 
but perhaps not on the 5 cent, which he says the attribution is questionable. Let’s see what we 
can discover in the Library of Congress Chronicling America newspapers. 


Romeo Hoyt and H. Claude Kelly were business part- 
ners at least as early as 1907. They had the Senate (1907- 
1910) and the Horseshoe Saloon (1911-1916). But be- 
fore that... 


Daily Alaskan, Skagway, October 10, 1904. 
Romeo Hoyt, of Skagway, arrived from Fairbanks last night. He will visit his relatives in the 
Indian Territory and the fair at St. Louis before returning north. 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, September 5, 1910. 

Hoyt - De Norton Nuptials 

Last night, at the residence of Mr. and Mrs. E.A. Suter, Romeo N. Hoyt was married to Miss 
Sadie Ward de Norton...Miss Ward is a sister of Mrs. Suter and Mr. E.R. Peoples and has 
been in Fairbanks about a year. Romeo Hoyt is one of the best known men in Alaska. He 
came to Fairbanks some six years ago from 


Dawson. ia Aa Sf SL SE ROP ARSE 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, July 17, 1911. 

On Saturday the applications for renewal of li- 

quor licenses of the Barthel Brewing company, 

Lindsay & Beckwith, R.J. Geis, Phillips & Flynn, HOYT & KELLY 
Hoyt & Kelly, of Fairbanks; Miller & Susang of 

Garden Island, and Charles Chanquist of Tanana 


were granted by Judge Cashman. _— 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, July 31, 1911. plashe Citic, Pept 25,191. 

The offices of the Fairbanks Commercial Club in the Horseshoe block is all dolled up with 
the new paper on the wall, linoleum on the floor, desk, table and chairs systematically 
arranged and maps on the walls. The office rent has been donated by Hoyt and Kelly. 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, August 24, 1914. 

One of several real estate deals of the last week was that of H. Claude Kelly’s interest in the 
Horseshoe saloon to his partner, Romeo Hoyt, and later the latter sold that part of the 
property in which Suter ’s jewelry store is located to Arthur McGown and Walter Adami. 


The sale does not interfere with the partnership of Mr. Kelly and Mr. Hoyt in the saloon 
business. 


Weekly Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, February 18, 1918. 

This evening the public will have an opportunity to inspect the new refreshment parlors that 
will be opened to them by Claude Kelly and Romeo Hoyt in the old Fairbanks corner. 
Neat and attractive, the place presents an inviting appearance. A full line of candy, nuts 
and other seasonable confections are pleasingly arranged. Hot drinks of all kinds usual 
to the cold day will be served. Office supplies and stationery are also carried, a great 
variety of which is on display. Recreation is also offered by a well appointed pool room. 
Last but not least, delicious hot tamales of local manufacture are also on sale. 


continued on page 47 


EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


This issue is going out early so that we can get our 
March 31 auction to you with plenty of time to bid. The 
Alaska auction lots can be found on pages 55 and 56. 
We hope that there is something of interest. Our email 
subscribers have already received the full auction. If 
you are a print subscriber and want a copy of the full 
auction, please contact us as soon as possible, prefer- 
ably by email. That way we can get it right out to you. 


This issue is mostly Fairbanks. We take a look at the 
Fairbanks Cigar Store, the Alaska Cigar Store, Edwin 
Zapel and Louis Spitz and The Fraction. We also found 
something interesting about the Reindeer Commercial 
Co. 


And how about a free trip to Alaska? See page 53. 
Tokens for sale from the articles can be found on page 
56. Not many this issue. 


We just learned that the Alaska Mint made a die cutting 
error on the 2023 Fur Rendezvous medals - 
RENDZVOUS - too late to get photos in this issue. 
Since the die was made, they minted 20 medals of each 
- golden bronze, 1 oz. silver proof, 1 oz. silver with one 
side gold relief and 1 oz. silver with both sides gold 
relief. It may be too late, but if you want one of these, 
contact them at 907-278-8414. 


Nothing exciting on eBay this month. Some common 
tokens are bringing uncommon prices. I can’t remem- 
ber the last time I saw a Teller Commercial Co. Food 
Stamp token. Scarcer than one might imagine. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, Masonic, B-28c 78.77 
Fairbanks, Pioneer Hotel, 5¢, B-45a 202.50 
Haines, Haines Taxi, 10¢, B-Tla 6.01 
Hoonah, Icy Straits, 25¢ and 50¢, B-2b,c 72.00 
Juneau, Imperial Cigar Store, 6%4¢, B-29a 92.68 
Juneau, A.H. King, 50¢, B-42c 50.00 
Juneau, Nuggett, 12'2¢, B-54b 10.000B 
Miller House, M.H. Bar, one drink, B-la 13.16 
McCarthy, Golden Hotel, 25¢, B-2b 25.00 
Mt. Village, Sheppard Trd. Co., 25¢-$20, B-1 a-F 137.50 
Murphy Dome, (4) B-1a, B-3d,e,f 56.00 
Nenana, Alfred PJ Ghezzi, 25¢, B-3al OB7.00NB 
Noorvik, Co-Op Store, $5, B-1f 2B.77 
Seward, The Palace, 12'’2¢, B-9c 102.50 
Seward, The Palace, 12'’2¢, B-9c 72.00 
Seward, Seward Bar, 12'’2¢, B-14a, holed 103.05 
Teller, Teller Comm. Co., 5¢ Food Stamp token 249.50 
Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12'2¢ I/T, B-4b 50.00 
Dawson, YT, Hutton & Pearse, 2 bits, B-13a OB149.95NB 
A.Y.P.E., encased cent, round 49.00 
A.Y.P.E., encased cent, round 21.50 
A.Y.P.E., encased cent, round, and Spokane day 58.86 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Reserve; 
RNM = Reserve Not Met; W= withdrawn BIN = Buy it now; 
BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did Not Sell; SUP= 
sold, unknown price. FTR = see For the Record. 


MORE ON THE ESTEBETH 


PAO APE AON A A AE oS Pye PO BE A SABO EO gs 


Motorship 

) yc 5 oe : ¥ 
“ESTEBETH” 

} Leaves Juneau Every Satur- 


day at & 


Way Parts 


P.M. for Sitka and i 
DAVE HOUSEL, Agent ; 
Phone Singe O ‘ 

5 

4 


Bo oF el ta NE GO A AP aN BI a gi al EOI ion ih 


Alaska Daily Empire, March 14, 1932. 

Dad was a U.S. Commissioner in Southeast Alaska in 
the 1930s as well as a teacher. One of the stories he 
told me was a case in Commissioner’s Court where an 
attorney asked a native women who appeared as a wit- 
ness whether she had been subpoenaed by the U.S. 
Marshal. She replied, “Yes, twice in Juneau and once 
on the Estebeth.” 

J.D. Williams 


46 


FAIRBANKS CIGAR STORE, cont. 


Announcement 


- Watch for the Opening About May Sth 


The Fairbanks Cigar Store 


POOL HALL IN CONNECTION 
P @ MELL¥ FIRGT AND CUSHMAN 


SOURDOUGH EXPRESS AND TAX! OFFICE 


Alaska Daily Citizen, April 30, 1918. 
This sounds like the opening of the Fairbanks Cigar Store. 


Nenana Daily News, April 24, 1918. 

Fairbanks guessers on when the ice will go out are 
putting their money into two pools, one of which 
has been opened by Hoyt and Kelly, at the Fairbanks 
Cigar store and the other by Arthur Williams at the 
Arcade. 


Nenana Daily News, May 6, 1918. 

Hoyt & Kelly, owners of the popular Fairbanks Ci- 
gar store, Fairbanks, disposed of forty-one $50 Lib- 
erty Loan bonds and twenty $100 bonds by means 
of raffles which were held during the period of one 
week. 


Nenana Daily News, February 6, 1919. 
Destructive Fire Sweep Fairbanks 

At about 11:30 last night, fire broke out in the 
Fairbanks Block, in Fairbanks, the direct cause of 
it being the heating plant in the basement of the 


building known as the Fairbanks Corner, and was, 
at the time, occupied by Hoyt & Kelly as a pool 
room and cigar store. 


Businesses Destroyed 
... Those on First avenue being Hoyt & Kelly, candy 
and soft drinks...Imperial Cigar store... 


Origin of Fire a Mystery 

Later reports from Fairbanks say it is now believed 
That the fire did not start in the boiler-room of the 
Fairbanks building, as stated before, but it is 
thought to have orginated either at the back of 
Avakoff'’s Jewelry store from possibly defective wir- 
ing. It is thought that the truth about this will never 
be known. 


Most business houses will reopen immediately in va- 
cant buildings which are now available. W.W. 
Pendergast, of the Imperial Cigar store, is reported 
to have said that he is through, this being the third 
time he was put out of business by fire...Hoyt & Kelly 
are moving into the buliding formerly occupied by 
the Whitely-Woodward Co. on Second avenue, op- 
posite the old Washington-Alaska Bank. 


Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, September 19, 1921. 
Raid Staged; Two Arrested Liquor Charge 
Fairbanks Cigar Store Entered by Officers - Alleged 
Liquor Found 

What is alleged to be moonshine whiskey, home brew 
beer and cider was seized in a raid at noon today 
on the Fairbanks Cigar Store and B. Dolzadell and 
Charles Baker arrested... 


Seward Daily Gateway, May 23, 1929. 
Announcement is made in the Fairbanks News Miner 
of the sale of the Fairbanks Cigar Store to T:A. Ander- 
son and D.E. Turbage. 


Wrangell Sentinel, November 6, 1936. 

Deputy Marshals Stop Gambling at Fairbanks 
Poker and blackjack playing in Fairbanks Cigar 
Store is a thing of the past. 


At the direction of U.S. Marshal J.A. McDonald, 
deputies recently called at every establishment where 
gambling was being carried on and warned propri- 
etors that it must cease under penalty of arrest and 
prosecution. 


47 


FBKS CIGAR STORE, cont. 


“We have no desire to be stringent beyond reason,” 
said Marshal McDonald, “but gambling tends to 
become more and more spirited and it is reported to 
have reached the point where play at times went on 
for several days continuously and where large sums 
changed hands. That is an unhealthy condition and 
we are going to have no more of it. Gambling of 
that sort attracts professionals and we do not want 
an element of that sort here.” 


Daily Alaska Empire, Juneau, March 22, 1947. 
Lawrence W. Meath 

...He went to Fairbanks in the spring of 1936 to 
visit his brother...George Wesch who employed him 
immediately at the First National Bank. Here we was 
employed until leaving to form a partnership with a 
brother-in-law for the purchase of the Fairbanks 
Cigar Store in 1945. Meath now manages this well- 
known concern. 


By the style of the $1 token, I think we can attribute it 
to the early days of the Fairbanks Cigar Store when it 
was run by Hoyt & Kelly. 


The 5 Cent token, described as “attribution questinable” 
by Ron Benice, does turn up in local collections. It 
appears to be of a later manufacture. While tokens of 
this sort (21mm, holed) are known from earlier days, 
that 5 cent denomination hints that it is a later issue, in 
the same time frame as the Pastime Cigar Store and 
Nevada Bar, all common later, pre-statehood tokens. 
While it is pure speculation, I would think it was issued 
by Meath and Lavery. 


As an aside, the building in which our store is housed is 
the “Lavery Building.” 


ALASKA CENTRAL RAILROAD? 


Hot Springs Post, May 1, 1909. 

Among the assets of an insolvent railroad company 
in Alaska were found a number of whisky glasses 
and poker chips, but no whisky.- Douglas Island 
News. 
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ALBERT T. COSSLETT 


A.T. “Al” Cosslett gets mention in “Alaska and Yukon 
Tokens” by Ron Benice. He is in business with Gillis in 
Brooks (Livengood), and as the possible issuer of a to- 
ken from Cleary. 


He owned the Mecca Saloon in Fairbanks from 1912 to 
at least 1916. 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, January 31, 1916. 

Al Cosslett has purchased the interest of his part- 
ner, Jack Dickey, in the Mecca saloon. He is also 
reported to have purchased an interest in the Tyler 
& Johnson cigar store at Brooks. 


By 1917, he is established in Brooks. 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, May 7, 1917. 
Tolovana Now Has Commercial Club 

..A.T. Cosslett is president, W.G. Mahan is Secre- 
tary. 


Weekly Alaska Citizen, Fbks, December 23, 1918. 
New Firm for Tolovana Has Been Established. 
The town of Brooks will, in the near future, boast 
one more business firm, Cosslett & Gillis. The new 
member of the firm, Mike Gillis, was formerly of the 
firm Mahan & Gillis but disposed of his interests 
and went in with Al Cosslett. Both members of the 
new firm are well known in the interior. 


Nenana News, December 28, 1922. 

Al Cosslett has installed a couple of ten pinette al- 
leys at the Alaska Cigar Store and is doing a rush- 
ing business. (Fairbanks B-1) 


Nenana News, February 3, 1923. 
Al Cosslett has taken over the Alaska Cigar Store, 
on front street below the Pioneer Hotel. 


Nenana News, April 24, 1923. 
Al. Cosslett has closed his ten pinette establishment 
temporarily. 


EDWIN ZAPEL 


Fairbanks B-58a 

We have not had anything in this 
newsletter on Zapel since 1989, back 
in the days when I was going to the 
University library and looking at mi- 
crofilm. We will repeat some of it here 
to give a more complete story about 
Mr. Zapel. 


Nenana News, July 20, 1922. 

Wedding bells rang merrily at 
Richardson last Wednesday morn- 
ing when Edwin J. Zapel and Miss Katherine P. Friss 
were united in the bonds of matrimony by U.S. Com- 
missioner A.J. Griffin. The groom is operator in 
charge of the telegraph station at McCarthy and 
his bride is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Bernard 
Friss, of Fairbanks, a daughter of the Golden North 
and popular member of the Fairbanks younger set. 
The newlyweds will make their home at McCarthy. 


You may remember Bernard Friss. We gave a history 
of his business in the March 2019 issue (page 26), which 
also detailed his wife beating. His socialist leanings are 
exposed in the February 2022 issue. 


Wrangell Sentinel, September 20, 1935. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Zapel and their four children 
recently arrived in Fairbanks from Chicago to make 
their home there. Mr. and Mrs. Zapel last left 
Fairbanks in January, 1923. Mrs. Zapel is the 
former Katherine Friss, daughter of Bernard Friss. 


Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, November 2, 1938. 
Every year the people of Fairbanks and the Uni- 
versity students have anticipated the annual Min- 
ers’ Ball as on of the highlights of the social season 
on campus. 


In the belief that no dance is better than its music, 
the Miners’ have secured Zapel’s orchestra under 
the direction of Herb McClarity. The band special- 
izes in modern swing music, and is being offered 
with the co-operation of Edwin Zapel. 


Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, January 11, 1939. 

The premises between First and Second Avenues in 
Fairbanks have been occupied by the Zapel’s res- 
taurant and cabaret. Recently, however, Mr. E.W. 
Zapel announced the lease of his property to B.A. 
Klesinger for a period of ten years. Mr. Klesinger 
will use the buildings as a coffee house and bakery, 


and a beer parlor, to be equipped in the most mod- 
ern way. He has been a chef in many restaurants 
nationwide and also in Fairbanks for some years.. 


Daily Alaska Empire, October 8, 1940. 
E.M. Jones and Don Hammond have taken over the 
Cottage Bar from Edwin Zapel on a lease. 


Zapel’s Cottage Bar 
and COCKTAIL LOUNGE 


Fairbanks’ Only Real 
Cocktail Lounge 


Ladies Like Our Atmosphere 


Next to Lacy Street Theater 
Fairbanks, Alaska 


Alaska Sportsman, November, 1940. 


Nome Nugget, December 8, 1943. 

Mr. and Mrs. C.H. Code, pioneers of Fairbanks and 
Nome and other northern towns, have returned to 
their home at 5523 Canfield Place, Seattle, after 
several weeks at Soap Lake, where they were guests 
at the New Beach Hotel, conducted by Mr. and Mrs. 
Ed Zapel, formerly of Fairbanks. Mr. Code reports 
that the Zapels have a thriving business... He re- 
ports he was greatly improved in health by his so- 
journ at Soap Lake. 


Alaska Sportsman, September 1964. 

The first white child born in Fairbanks, Mrs. 
Katherine Friss Zapel, returned for a brief visit late 
last spring. She was born Sept. 15, 1905, in the old 
Vienna Bakery Building on Second St., which was 
owned by her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Friss. 
She attended school in Fairbanks and married Ed 
Zapel, an employee of the Alaska Communications 
System in the 1920%. They sold out the family bak- 
ery and moved south in 1941. Her husband died 10 
year ago, and for the past year, Mrs. Zapel has made 
her home at Milton-Freewater, Ore. She says that 
while she was the first white child born in the 
Fairbanks camp, another baby beat her by two days 
as far as the Fairbanks area is concerned. “Iris 
Hinkley, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Hinkley, 
who owned a dairy here, was born Sept. 13, 1905, 
but in Graehl.” 
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LOUIS SPITZ, WM. KRAMER AND THE FRACTION 


Daily Morning Alaskan, Skagway, Dec. 13, 1903. 
Louis Spitz, the Dawson restaurant man, suddenly 
terminated his vacation and left for home yesterday 
morning. 


Daily Morning Alaskan, Skagway, April 5, 1905 
HARD LUCK 

Fate Punishes Louis Spitz of Dawson 

Louis Spitz, who started from Dawson this winter 
for the outside and dropped $7,000 at Skagway, 
gambling, and turned back to make another for- 
tune in the Yukon is having hard luck in his attempt 
to get to Fairbanks. Thirty miles from Circle one of 
his horses was fatally hurt by the shaft point run- 
ning into its leg. An artery was cut, and Spitz had to 
shoot the horse. Spitz left Dawson with two horses 
and one died at Forty-mile. Being left after the death 
of the second with none, he left his partner in charge 
of the sled and goods and pushed on to Fairbanks 
to get another horse. 


That gladdens 
the eve of the 
trail-weary pil- 


grim on his ar- 


rival in Fair- 
banks is that of 
the 


FRACTION 


Sideboard—where only the best and 
most recuperative Liquors are dis- 
spensed by skilled mico'gists. 


LOUIS SPITZ, PROP. .+«—»«-»- FAURBandS, Aad. 


Hot Springs Post, May 15, 1909. 


Why Louis advertised in the Hot Springs Post, and not 
the Fairbanks newspapers is a mystery. 


50 


Tanana Leader, August 19, 1909. 

Louis Spitz Sells the Fraction to Edwards 
Fairbanks, Aug. 19 - Louis Spitz, the pioneer sa- 
loon man of this city and Dawson, who established 
the famous Fraction resort in this place about five 
years ago, and has ever since conducted it, has sold 
his business to his old bartender, Harry Edwards, 
who is now in charge. Mr. Spitz by the same trans- 
action transferred to Mr. Edwards the Fraction sa- 
loon at Fox station, on the Tanana Valley railway. 


But he is back in business very shortly and the Fraction 
has been sold again to William Kramer. 


| THE DOUBLE STAMP 
LIQUOR HOUSE 


Fifth Ave. and Gushman LOUIS SPITZ. Prop, 


The Fraction 


WM. KRAEMER, Prop. 
FRONT ATREET, OPPOSITE THE FAIR VIEW 

~ THIS PLACE HAS AND UNDER THIS MANAGEMENT AL- 
WAYS WILL BE THE RENOEZVOUS OF ROUGHNECKS, DIP. 
LOMATS, OPERATORS ANDO POETS. BECAUSE WE CARRY 
THE BEST LINE OF LIQUEURS, DOMESTIC AND IMPORTED 
BEER AND CIGARS. MUSHON'S INSURGENT BEAN POT AND 
LUNCHES IN OPERATION. WE SOLICIT YOUR PATRONAGE. 

BEING OVERSTOCKED WITH RECENT SHIPMENTS, I 
AM SELLING HIGHSPIRE RYE AT $5.00 PER GALLON. 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, August, 1910. 


One of Fairbanks many fires struck December 14, 1910, 
and the Fraction was one of those to suffer loss. 


Fire Sale of Wet Goods 


AT THE FRACTION, tempcrarily located in rear of 
ON SECOND AVENUE, Highspire Rye 
per gallon: $1.00 the bot tle. 


old stand, 
still the attraction at $5 


BURNED BUT BUSY 


WM, KRAMER, Prop. 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, January 23, 1911. 


Iditarod Pioneer, June 29, 1912. 

Louis Spitz is on his way to Ruby. He is bringing 
along 35 tons of wet goods, and will break into the 
liquor business in the new camp. 


SPITZ, KRAMER AND THE FRACTION, cont. 


Iditarod Pioneer, July 20, 1912. 

Louis Spitz is at Ruby with his big stock. He has 
brought the best lot in Ruby, built a warehouse, and 
is erecting a fine business house. He was shaking 
hands for two days after his arrival - the same old 
Louis. 


In Fairbanks, The Fraction is still the Attraction! 


THE FRACTION | MCN Tee 


Is Still the Attraction 
Olympia and Rainier Geer 4 


WM. KRAMER, Prop. 


for $1.00. Budw 


NOW OPENED. FRACTION SUMMER CARDEN & RESTURANT 


GORE E IRAE EAE I SABE CAA EA OHA HE LOS ESE LE EEOC RSA AIOEOOE 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, August 11, 1913. 


Iditarod Pioneer, January 25, 1913. 

Louis Spitz got a license for his saloon at Long City 
last month. Teddy Shaw and at Andy Beckwith are 
running the place. 


Iditarod Pioneer, March 1, 1913. 

TWO SHOTS FOR A QUARTER AT RUBY 

Late arrivals from Ruby bring news of a merry sa- 
loon war that is now raging at that place. The ball 
started when Louie Spitz reduced the price of drinks 
to 12% cents each - other saloon being compelled 
to follow suit or go out of business. 


Spitz calls his place “The Fraction,” and that doubt- 
less accounts for his selling drinks at % price. 


Iditarod Pioneer, June 21, 1913. 

LIFE IN TANANA MUST BE GRAND 

Tanana, June 20 - A liquor war broke out among 
the booze bazaars of this city yesterday that bids 
fair to eclipse the Spitz insurrection at Ruby last 
winter. Prices are sadly demoralized, the market is 
very unsteady, likewise some customs. “Austrian 
Joe” Anicich, leader of the insurgent forces, is now 
selling Budweiser beer at 25 cents per bottle. 


The ad above for The Fraction is selling Budweiser for 
50¢. 


Nenana Daily News, May 9, 1918. 

Louis Spitz, of Ruby, is packing up his pool tables 
and other fixtures to ship to the Outside on the first 
boat. 


Daily Alaskan, Skagway, July 11, 1918. 

Louis Spitz, a Klondiker of the ‘97 type, arrived out 
last night with his wife and two children. For some 
years Louis was a character at Dawson where he 
conducted a fine cafe. For some years past he has 
been operating on the lower river and is now going 
out for good, having made his pile again. 


Nenana Daily News, July 17, 1918. 

Louis Spitz and family, pioneer residents of Ruby, 
left for the Outside recently, to take up their resi- 
dence in California. 


Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, August 2, 1918. 
Louis Spitz, formerly of Fairbanks, who has been 
in business at Ruby has sold his stock and fixtures 
to a business house that will be established at the 
new cannery town at Andreasky. 


Kusko Times, McGrath, August 28, 1926. 

Louis Spitz, who pioneered in Nome, Fairbanks and 
Ruby during the early days of those camps, is now 
the proprietor of the Mammoth Club, a popular re- 
sort at Tonopah, Nev. 


Bingles (& Bust) in Ruby, about the merchants of Ruby 
can be found in the 2013 Oct./Nov. issue. It was re- 
searched the old fashion way - microfilm at the library. 
Unfortunately, the Ruby Record-Citizen is not on the 
LoC newspapers. 


And what of Kramer and The Fraction? 


Nenana Daily News, February 13, 1919. 

Cecil H. Clegg, attorney for William Kramer, who 
owns the building known as the Fraction, on Front 
street, halfway between Cushman and Lacey, and 
which extends from Front to Second avenue, in the 
upper town, has offered the city the lot for the sum 
of $2000, for the purpose of building a street which 
would cut the block in half: 


Blanchfield Alley? Now the parking lot for the Marriot 
Springhill Suites hotel. 
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REINDEER COMMERCIAL COMPANY 


Among the most common tokens are those from the 
Reindeer Commercial Company from Savoonga and 
Gambell. 


“Seer 


Wrangell Sentinel, February 10, 1927. 

The leaders of St. Lawrence Island Eskimos orga- 
nized the Co-operative Reindeer Commercial Com- 
pany which pays big dividends of furs and carving 
ivory to stock holders. It is the most prosperous of 
all native stores. 


Nome Nugget, January 28, 1942. 

Natives Make Huge Bond Buy 

In a demonstration of loyalty to the Government of 
the United States and to the Territory of Alaska, Alas- 
kan natives recently made arrangements for the larg- 
est single purchase of Defense Savings Bonds in 
the northland to date when, the Office of Indian 
Affairs turned over to Gov. Ernest Gruening, Terri- 
torial Administrator, two checks totalling 
$110,645.72 for the purchase of F and G bonds. 


Thirty-one native stores, seven corporations, five 
reindeer accounts, the Native Arts and Crafts and 
the Nome Skin Sellers Association are represented 
in the purchase. 


Those In Deal 

Stores participating in the deal are Atka Native 
Village,...Kivalina Reindeer and Trading Co..... 
Noorvik Cooperative,...Reindeer Commercial Co. of 
Savoonga,...Shishmaref Native Store,...(Editor’s 
Note: only those who issued tokens are listed). 


Of the two checks handed to Gov. Gruening, one in 
the sum of $10,058.76 represented a single purchase 
by the Reindeer Commercial Co. of Savoonga, lo- 
cated on St. Lawrence Island. 


Daily Alaska Empire, Juneau, March 9, 1943. 
ESKIMOS MAKE CONTRIBUTION TO RED 
CROSS 

The Reindeer Commercial Company, Savoonga, 
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Alaska, an Eskimo Cooperative Store on St. 
Lawrence Island, authorized the Alaska Indian Ser- 
vice, by radiogram dated March 6, 1943, to draw 
$200 from their official account as their contribu- 
tion to the American Red Cross. 


The Savoonga village is one of the leading self-sup- 
porting Eskimo villages that has also invested 
$10,000 in War Bonds... 


Nome Nugget, May 13, 1959. 

In the past, the Village Council in Gambell were the 
governing body with the Mayor as chief officer. Now 
the Mayor is gone. President became the title of the 
chief officer since 1939. Loose dogs and the Vil- 
lage dump used to be the main and chief job of the 
Village Council. For many years the Governing Body 
not only chase the wild dogs and wild women, but 
are rulers of the Village Store. 


Back in the early 1930% the local Store used to be 
called “Reindeer Commercial Company,” and the 
people called “Directors” supervise the work; and 
they hold so many shares of stock to be eligible to 
be a store director. Their chief officer was rightly 
called “President.’’ The new organization of the Vil- 
lage Council may have adopted the name President 
in the place of Mayor so it would be easy for them 
to adapt to the commercial business! (Old things are 
passed away - Behold, all things are become new!) 


FAIRBANKS COIN CLUB/ 
ALASKA RAILROAD 


The 2023 Fairbanks Coin Club token honors the 100th anni- 
versary of the driving of the Golden Spike in Nenana, com- 
pleting the Alaska Railroad 
from Seward to Fairbanks. 
These are 1/10 oz. silver. 


$10 from Alaska Rare Coins. 


WIN A TRIP TO ALASKA! 


Bet that got your attention! The medal is about 1.5 
inches, looks copper 


Mike Schmetzer, our SE correspondent brought this to 
our attention. I searched the LoC and found nothing for 
the Akron Masonic Club giving away a free trip to 
Alaska. I am guessing that this was for a lecture, but 
why would they go to the bother of making tokens and 
not just tickets? There must be something else going 
on. 


But there are other “free trips to Alaska.” 


Cook County Herald, Grand Marais, MI, March 
21, 1896 

Miss May Duffin was the winner in the voting con- 
test by a Chicago newspaper for the most popular 
public school teacher in that city, the prize being a 
free trip to Alaska and return. 


Did Miss Duffin get on the boat before news of the 
Klondike gold strike became known? 


Courier Democrat, Langdon, ND, August 12, 
1897. 

Free Trip to Alaska 

From St. Paul to Alaska for nothing. Two tickets given 
away. Enter the “Klondyke” word contest. Limited 
to the first 500 subscribers. You wont see this again. 
Address Home and Garden, Newspaper Row, St. 
Paul, Minn. 


This appeared in many newspapers. You had to “sub- 
scribe,” so you had to pay something to enter. Sounds 
like a lottery or raffle. Did some one really win? 


But if you were a prospector headed for the gold fields, 
this next offer might have been the way to go, 


a 


APRIL FOOL 


TRICK. 


FREE TRIP 
To ALASKA! 


he first 50 applicants who 
ask for passage on the new, safe, 
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1) ceive a Full Paid Ticket, costing $50, 
-| (ree with privileges. On a pur- 
?| chase of $100, a similar ticket at & rate 


oe oe) ee ee 


San Francisco Call, April 1, 1898. 


Smith’s Cash Store offered passage on the ““Humbolt” 
on April 4th if the customer purchases $200 in goods. 
The ad ran on April 1, so they had to hurry! 


The Wenatchee World of Wenatchee, Washington, ran 
many articles concerning their contest. The February 
14, 1908 issue announced “3 - Free Alaska Trips -3”. 


Wenatchee Daily World, WA, February 15, 1908. 
Free Trip to Alaska 

World Will Send Party of Excursionist North 
Voting Contest Will Decide Three Most Popular 
Young Women And They will Be given Free Trips to 
Alaska By the World. 


ee, 


WIN A TRIP TO ALASKA, 


Voting was conducted with a winner from each of three 
districts. Votes were based upon the type of subscrip- 
tion that was purchased. If you were a current sub- 
scriber, you could get 50 votes for a one month sub- 
scription, but a new subscriber would get 65 votes. But 
with a five year subscription, a current subscriber would 
get 10,000 votes, while a new subscriber would get 
16,000. A five year subscription was $25. 


Wenatchee World, WA, June 26, 1908. 

Winners in World’s Contest Met Last Night. 

... [he party will meet at the Butler Hotel on the 
evening of July 11, and from there will board the 
steamer of the Alaska Steamship company, which 
will carry them to the frigid fields of the north. 


Wenatchee World, WA, July 25, 1908. 

Back From Alaska Trip 

Daily World Representatives Arrive Home This 
Morning. Enthusiastic in Their Description of the 
Trip to the Golden North. 


Ports of call were Port Townsend, WA, Metlakatla, 
Ketchikan, Wrangell, Treadwell, Douglas, Juneau, 
Haines Mission, Skagway, Sitka, and returning to Ju- 
neau, Douglas, Treadwell and Ketchikan. 


Other papers apparently ran similar contests. 


Hood River Glacier, OR, June 10, 1909. 

Miss Nellie M. Tate Wins Trip to Alaska 

Miss Nellie Tate, of this city, won the free trip to 
Alaska given by the Portland Telegram, for her dis- 
trict, No. 9. She had 300,326 votes, or nearly 
150,000 more than the other contestants in this dis- 
trict. 


Caldwell Tribune, ID, February 25, 1910. 
Tribune Special Trip to Alaska 

In this issue The Tribune announces for the first 
time the names of the young ladies who have en- 
tered the race for one of the free trips to Alaska. 


Ward County Independent, Minot, ND, August 24, 
1916. 

Miss Addie Hough of Amidon is enjoying a free trip 
to Alaska and the great north country, being a guest 
of the Minneapolis Daily News. 
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All the newspaper contests were for “young ladies.” 


Seward Daily Gateway, June 13, 1928. 

Visitor in Seward Won Free Voyage 

A prize winner was in town Sunday in the person of 
Dr. E.W. Pruett of Seattle. Dr. Pruett was a member 
of the excursion party under the auspices of the 
Seattle Chamber of Commerce and the Young Men’s 
Business Club. He won a free trip to Alaska in a 
contest held for the purpose of selecting a suitable 
name for the first ship to be put in service hauling 
lime rock from Dall Island, Alaska, to the Pacific 
Coast Cement Company's plant now being con- 
structed in Seattle. 


Bismark Tribune, ND, August 1, 1930. 

Grace Livdahl Is Named Winner in Popularity Race. 
Gets Free Trip to Alaska as Guest of Bismark Tri- 
bune and Paramount Theatre. 


But what if you want to leave Alaska? 


Ogden Standard, UT, November 16, 1918. 

Free Trips From Alaska 

Nome, Alaska, Oct. 1. - Alaskans who desire to go 
outside from here in the fall but who are without 
funds are always given free trips by Uncle Sam 
aboard the U.S. revenue cutter Bear, the last boat 
south before the ice. Application for free passage 
must make proper affidavits and register at the of- 
fice of the United States marshal. 


And let us not forget the millions that received a free 
trip to Alaska, complements of the U.S. military! 


DIXIE ROOMS 


Anchorage Daily Times, June 2, 1942. 

CLOSE TWO PLACES 

Orders restraining operation of the Princess and 
Dixie rooms as house of prostitution were entered 
today by District Judge Simon Hellenthal. 


Alaska’s only (?) whore house token! 


AUCTION TO BE HELD IN FAIRBANKS 
MARCH 31, 2023. 


Absentee bids accepted until Noon, March 31 - Auction begins at 7:00PM 
By mail: Alaska Rare Coins, 551-B Second Ave., Fairbanks, AK 99701 
By phone: 907-452-6461 By emai: alaskararecoins@gmail.com 


ALASKA TOKENS & MEDALS ESTIMATE 


254 Alaska Tokens: Fairbanks, Brown Derby, 10¢ and 25¢, B-10 b and d, AU with original luster. 80. 
255 Alaska Token: Fairbanks, Northern Cigar Store, 25¢, B-40bII, AU with staining. 40. 
256 Alaska Tokens: Ketchikan, “P” (probably from Pioneer Bar), 10, 25 and 100 Points, B-41, a-c, 

Fine, AU/BU and XF respectively. Probably used in gambling, the “Points” to avoid using 

cents and dollars. News items specifically mention bingles when prohibiting gambling. 3 pcs. 30.00 
257 Alaska Tokens: Koyukuk, D. Vernetti, 12%2¢ and 50¢, $1, $5 and $10, B-3 a,c-f, VF to AU. 


Dominic Vernetti was quite the character. 3 pieces. 100.00 
258 Alaska Tokens: Mountain Village, Sheppard Trading Co., 25¢ to $20, B-1 a-f, all AU/BU. 
The higher denominations are octagonal. 6 pieces. 100. 


259 Alaska Token: Palmer, Alaska Rural Rehabilitation Corp., 10 Cents, B-lc, XF. The ARRC 

token are the closest Alaska ever came to having official coinage. The ARRC is (it still exists) 

a federal corporation, so these are federally authorized. Listed in the 2023 Redbook on page 

439, the ARRC tokens are extremely popular among, umm, coin collectors. This token has 

a mintage of 5,000. 100. 
260 Alaska Token: Seward, The Northern, 12’2¢, Native Copper, B-8bII, XF, the variety with a die 

break through the N of Native. Native copper tokens are always popular, the Seward and 


Valdez especially so because the have nice pictorial harbor scenes. 45. 
261 Alaska Token: Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12’2¢ Trade Check, Native Copper, B-4a, VF+. 

Pictorial harbor scene on the obverse. The term “Trade Check” is unusual for Alaska tokens. 45. 
262 Alaska Token: Valdez, (Copper Block) Buffet, 12’2¢ in trade, Native Copper, B-4b, XF. 

Pictorial harbor scene on the obverse. 45. 


263 Alaska Purchase Centennial Silver & Bronze Medal Set, 1967. This large, high relief medal 

set was made by Medallic Art Co. The obverse has a portrait of Seward, while the reverse 

has the Purchase Centennial totem. The silver medal is .999 fine and contains 5.2 troy ounces. 

These are housed in a custom Capital Plastics type case. This is really an impressive set. 225. 
264 Fairbanks Coin Club Pioneers of Alaska Silver & Bronze Medal Set. This set contains 

the annual medals from 1972 to 1981, when the series ended. It also includes the 1965 

“First Annual Coin Convention” medals. The silver medals are sterling silver and contain 

about .7 troy ounces ASW (11 silver medals, about 8 oz. of silver). Housed in a custom 

Capital Plastics case. The plastic case is dirty and showing some damage, so we will throw 

in an extra, unused case. 250. 
265 Silver Ingots: Kentucky Fried Chicken, 1981. This is a strange set of three 4 oz. silver 

ingots. Each features an animal on the obverse and a symbol of Alaska on the reverse: 

moose/Alaska map; bear/Alaska Flag; dall sheep/Mt. McKinley. All feature a tiny portrait 

of Col. Sanders! It just seems odd that KFC would make silver ingots, but the three 4 oz.! 

Why not four to make an even ounce? 45. 
266 Hoard of Official Alaska State Fractional Medals. Included are: 1/20 oz. - 1999; 1/10 oz. - 

1995, (2) 1997, 1999, (2) 2002; %4 oz. - 1996, (5) 1997; % oz. - (2) 2001, 2004, 2005, 2012. 

The mintages on the fractionals are considerably lower than on the one ounce. Retail would 

be about $400 at new issue prices. Most in original packaging. 4.65 oz. 18 pieces. 200.+ 
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ALASKA MEDALS, cont. ESTIMATE 


267 Official State of Alaska Gold Relief Proof Set, 2006. The 2006 medal feature a hooked salmon 

leaping. The set includes the 1/20, 1/10, 1/4, 1/2 and 1 ounce medals in its plush display case, 

with certificate of authenticity. 265. 
268 Twenty Different Alaska Medals. All approximately silver dollar size, mostly brass, bronze, 

and copper-nickel, with an aluminum and pot metal. The oldest is 1952, the rest mostly from 

the 1960s and 1970s. A nice assortment. 100. 
269 Jack London Medal, 1976. Jack London was an avid socialist and Marxist, so it is no surprise 

that the Soviet Union would honor him on a medal. This medal, by the Moscow Mint, 

features a portrait of London on the obverse, and a typical mountain/lake scene on the 

reverse. The medal is 41mm, .925 silver (.96 0z. ASW), #3943 of 4000. 100. 
270 Fairbanks City and Business Directory, 1953. Here is Fairbanks of 70 years ago! The first 

section is an alphabetical listing of residents with their street addresses. The second section 

is a street directory so you can look up an address and learn who lives there. The third section 

is a business directory, sort of like the Yellow Pages (and yes, they are yellow). Condition 

leaves a bit to be desired as there is damage to the bottom of the spine and the cover is dirty. 

The interior is fully readable with only the slightest water staining at the edges. The last page is 


loose. 100. 
TOKENS FOR SALE FROM THE ARTICLES 
FAIRBANKS GAMBELL 


700.00 Reindeer Commercial Co., set of 7, 1¢ to $5, 


B-1 a-g. 125.00 
1¢ only $5 each, 10 for $30 
5¢ only $5 each, 10 for $30 
10¢, 25¢, 50¢, $1 $5.00 each 


50.00 SAVOONGA 


Zapel’s Restaurant, 10¢, B-58a 10.00 oo 

MOST TOKENS ARE ONE ONLY IN STOCK. Reindeer Commercial Co., set of 8, 1¢ to $10. 

PRICES ARE PLUS SHIPPING. WE WILL B-1 a-h. 150.00 

SHIP ON APPROVAL. YOU CAN PAY UPON 1¢, 5¢, 10¢, 50¢ $5 each, 10 for $30 

RECEIPT AND ADD THE ACTUAL POSTAGE. 25¢ only $5.00 
$1 only $5.00 
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American Legion, $1, 35mm brass 10.00 Flame Room, 50¢, black on yellow card, 
™ a. 45mm x 35mm. B-unl. 50.00 
Bentley Dairy, 10¢ bottle check, B oe 5.00 | 


(a hoard token) Hall’s Book Store, 12'2¢, B-24b 200.00 


BPOE (Elks), Bingo Darts, 50¢, B-5a 10.00 Xe: en ‘ 


Horseshoe Cigar Store, encased cent, 
(1945). 55.00 


SCHOOLS, Masonic Penny, B-33al 125.00 


F&G, no denom., B-15a 150.00 
NLA 
 FALRBANKS } 
| PUBLIC ® 7} 


Fairbanks, Milk, B-18a 


THE ELWB\ 


ANCHORAGE 
\. BAR 


Fairview Hotel Pool Hall, 25¢, B-19b, 
corroded $15 each, 5 for $50 The Mecca/Club Bar Anchorage, gold on 
blue poker chip 15.00 
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FAIRBANKS TOKENS, cont. 


Yeh 


L.A. Meyer, 25¢, B-35a, light corrossion 125.00 


Nevada Bar, 5¢, B-37a 


15.00 
Northern Cigar Store, 25¢, B-40bI 75.00 
Northern Cigar Store, 25¢, B-40bII 75.00 


Pastime Cigar Store, set of 3: 5,10,25¢ 
B-44, a,b,c 
As above, 10¢ only, B-44b 


25.00 
10.00 


RAIN CHECK 
GOOD FOR 


$1.00 


DRINK 


PASTIME 


BAR 


Pastime Bar, 75¢, 90¢ and $1, black, light blue, 
and red plastic, 3 pieces 45.00 
As above, $1 red only 15.00 


RAIN CHECK 
GOOD FOR 


PASTIME 


BAR 


FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 
99701 


$1.00 


DRINK 


Pastime Bar, $1, black plastic 15.00 


Pioneer Hotel, 10¢, B-45b 45.00 


Pioneer Hotel, 25¢, B-45c 35.00 


15.00 


Polaris Lounge, gold on red poker chip 


Riverside & Wonder Bar, 75¢, brs. 28mm 20.00 


MOST TOKENS ARE ONE ONLY IN 
STOCK. PRICES ARE PLUS SHIP- 
PING. WE WILL SHIP ON AP- 
PROVAL. YOU CAN PAY UPON RE- 
CEIPT AND ADD THE ACTUAL 
POSTAGE. 
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